Birds on the Second Marsh Wildlife Area / McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve / Darlington Provincial Park checklist, that also appear on the Ontario Bird Records Committee Review List for southern Ontario

Jim Richards

Of the 477 species currently represented on the official Ontario Bird Checklist (2006) as determined by the Ontario Field Ornithologists (OFO), a full 168 species fall within the Review List for southern Ontario. Put simply, any sightings of certain species require a full written description and must be submitted to the Ontario Bird Records Committee (OBRC) for review. Photographs and video as well as specimen evidence are helpful. 

All species accepted on our area checklist must pass the test of being generally acceptable whether they are included on the Provincial review list or not. 

Species that do appear on the Review List for southern Ontario will be afforded full accepted status if there are records established since the formation of the OBRC in 1982  that have been submitted and accepted by the OBRC, or, if historic records have since been submitted for review. There are a number of species that are given full status in that the records were established either before or after the years of review list status as determined by OBRC. The current list of 14 ‘accepted’ species is dealt with below.

Records in the deferred list are generally considered to be valid, but they do require a review by OBRC. These species will remain on the deferred list until such time as additional information about the species status in our area, or that particular sighting, becomes available. The current list of 12 deferred species is dealt with below. They are added to our list in a tentative fashion, but are not afforded full status pending a review.

Within our checklist area, we currently have 26 species which require OBRC acceptance. Please note that some have cut-off dates before and after certain years as noted. The current list of accepted and deferred records is as follows:

ACCEPTED:

The following 14 species are on the OBRC review list for southern Ontario as established by OFO, and therefore written descriptions must be filed with and approved by the OBRC before the species can be entered onto the official checklist. In some cases, not all of the records listed have been submitted and/or approved, but at least one record must be approved before the species will be afforded full status on our checklist. Additional records of some species are presented here simply out of interest.

Eurasian Wigeon:  Anas penelope (all sightings prior to 1994 require a review)

A male of this species was present within a flock of American Wigeon near the outlet of Oshawa Second Marsh on July 3, 1955. The bird was observed by G. A. Scott, K. and O. Sands (Tozer and Richards 1974).

More recently, one of these birds was found in Harmony Pond (north of Second Marsh) by D. Calvert and M. Bain. It was present from April 23-25, 1990. This record was submitted and accepted by the OBRC (Curry 1991). A bird was also present there on May 27, 1995 when found by K. Disipline.

Elsewhere in Durham Region, this species has been encountered on rare occasions at wetlands such as Cranberry Marsh at Whitby.

Common Eider: Somateria mollissima (all sightings need review)

The first report of this species in the Oshawa area involved two females found by G. A. Scott in Oshawa Harbour on Dec. 2, 1956, (Tozer and Richards 1974) just outside our checklist area. 

The only report for our checklist area was a female identified by M. Bain and B. Henshaw at Darlington Provincial Park on July 13, 1992. The bird was seen by them and others as late as August 23. This record was submitted and accepted by the OBRC (Bain 1993).

This same record was published elsewhere and the dates given were July 7 thru Aug. 22 by other observers (Bain and Henshaw 1992). In yet another publication, the dates were given as July 13 to Aug. 6 by other observers (Henshaw and Kerr 1992a). The final two citations should be disregarded, and only the OBRC accepted dates should be considered valid (Bain, pers. comm.)

American White Pelican:  Pelecanus erythrorhynchos (all sightings prior to 1994 need to be reviewed)
The first record of a bird in Durham was in 1925. It was shot by a hunter/fisherman, and the skin  found it’s way into the collection of J.H. Fleming (Toronto) and ultimately the R.O.M. (skin # 34374 in R.O.M.; Tozer and Richards 1974).

Birds were seen at Lake Scugog in 1944 (Tozer and Richards 1974). These records have never been submitted to the OBRC, but certainly appear to meet their criteria for acceptance. In any event, they were all outside our checklist area.

Since that time, a breeding plumaged adult was seen at Whitby (well outside our checklist area, but of general interest) by G. Carpentier and T. Smith, on June 5, 2005. 

A bird was seen from June 9-11, 1996 at Cranberry Marsh, Whitby, by K. Norris, and one was present in Frenchman’s Bay, from Oct. 2-15, 1992, and seen by many observers. 

Four birds were at the Nonquon Sewage Lagoons on April 19, 1994 when found by D. Wiens (Bain, 1994b).

The records below (for our checklist area) were established after the OBRC cut-off date of 1994.

An individual was seen by B. Henshaw and D. Leadbeater on May 26, 1996, at Darlington Provincial Park. It flew over the McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve from Oshawa Second Marsh.

Three birds were noted in Oshawa Second Marsh on May 16, 2002 by D. Ruch (Richards and Hoar 2003).

Snowy Egret: Egreta thula (sightings made from 1991-97 only, need to be reviewed) 

Prior to the 1991 cut-off date, this species had been observed within our checklist area. 

For example, G. A. Scott found one at Oshawa Second Marsh on June 10, 1956. This bird was also seen by K. and O. Sands (Tozer and Richards 1974). Yet another was found at Beaton’s Point (what is now the McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve) by G. A. Scott on May 21, 1961 and also seen by others on that date (Tozer and Richards 1974). Another was observed by G. A. Scott on Sept. 1, and again on Sept. 30, 1974 at Oshawa Second Marsh (Speirs 1985).

Between the cut-off dates of 1991-1997, we only have two verified sightings within our Checklist area, and both involve records that were submitted and accepted by the OBRC.

The first was a bird found by T. Hoar on May 27, 1991 at Oshawa Second Marsh (Bain 1992), and the second was a bird found by J. Richards, also at Second Marsh on April 8, 1992 (Bain 1993).

Tricolored Heron: Egretta tricolor (all sightings need review)

This species has been encountered within Durham Region on a few rare occasions at Whitby and Pickering and Oshawa.

The first Regional record was established on July 17, 1972 at Cranberry Marsh, Whitby, when J. Richards discovered one of these birds. It was subsequently seen by D. Barry the following day and as late as July 28 by N. LeVay. (Tozer and Richards 1974).

Another bird was seen in Cranberry Marsh, on May 18, 1974 by R. Tozer, K. and D. Brunton (Tozer and Richards 1974) and later that day by G. A. Scott, D. Calvert, and M. Saunders.

The first record of this species within our checklist area was on April 22, 1995 when M. Holder discovered an adult in Oshawa Second Marsh. It was also seen by R. Nisbet and M.  Meloche. The detailed sighting was submitted to the OBRC and accepted (Dobos 1996).

The only other sighting for this species in our checklist area involved a bird found on April 27, 1996 by S. LaForest at Oshawa Second Marsh. It was seen by others including M. Bain as late as May 5. A detailed report was accepted by the OBRC (Dobos 1997).

Piping Plover: Charadrius melodus (all sightings need review)

Reports of this species within Durham Region were from the early 1960’s, and were from the Whitby area (Tozer and Richards 1974).

The first report for our checklist area involved a bird found at Second Marsh on Sept. 7, 1981 by R. Nisbet. It was seen by others on that date, and again on Sept. 8.

Outside our checklist area, a bird was found at Frenchman’s Bay on Sept. 25, 1984 by G. Bennett.

One was seen at Darlington Provincial Park on June 3, 1988 by A. and S. Tregenza. This record was submitted and accepted by the OBRC (Curry 1991).
A banded bird was found by T. Hoar at Darlington Provincial Park on May 1, 2002, and remained there and at Oshawa Second Marsh until at least May 4; it was also seen by D. B. Worthington during this period. This record was submitted to the OBRC and accepted (Crins 2003). On May 15, an unbanded individual was discovered in Darlington Provincial Park by T. Hoar on May 15, and was observed as well on May 17 by Hoar and J. Richards. 

In 2004, one of these birds (unbanded), was present at Oshawa Second Marsh from May 11-17 according to D. Kraczynski and D. B. Worthington. Another bird (banded) was seen in Second Marsh from May 22-23 by J. Dixon. Both of these birds were seen independently by T. Hoar within the same dates. These sightings were submitted and accepted by the OBRC (Crins 2005). 

One was found at McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve on May 31, 2005 by T. Hoar. 
American Avocet: Recurvirostra Americana (all sightings prior to 2000 need to be reviewed)

There have been a few sightings in Durham Region at Pickering, Ajax, Whitby, Port Perry, and Oshawa, with one close to our checklist area at Oshawa Harbour, on May 21, 1961 as witnessed by G. A. Scott (Tozer and Richards 1974).

However, the first record for our checklist area was established on Sept. 24, 1992, when H. Kerr and M. Bain found an adult of this species at Harmony Pond at the north end of Second Marsh. The bird remained in the area until at least Sept. 29. This record was submitted to the OBRC and accepted (Bain 1994a).

Curlew Sandpiper: Calidris ferruginea (all sightings need review) 

We have only one record of this rare species for our checklist area. A single bird was observed at Harmony Pond (north end of Second Marsh) by P. Burke on May 30, 1993, and was last observed on June 3 (not June 1 as in Bain and Henshaw 1994). The record was submitted to the OBRC and was accepted (Bain 1994a). This was only the third record for Durham Region.

The first record for Durham Region involved  a bird at Whitby Harbour on Oct. 21, 1961. It was found by T. Hassall and was viewed by numerous birders on Oct. 22, including G. A. Scott, R. G. Tozer and J. L. Baillie. The last known sighting there was by A. A. Wood on Oct. 25. This was reported at the time by L. L. Snyder of the ROM to be the fourth record for Ontario (Tozer and Richards 1974).

The second record for Durham Region was a bird found by B. Henshaw at Cranberry Marsh, Whitby, which was present from July 22-23, 1990 (Curry 1991).

The fourth record for Durham Region was an adult found at Whitby on Aug. 5, 1995 by M. Bain and A. Lisk (Dobos 1996).

Pomarine Jaeger:  Stercorarius pomarinus (all sightings made before 1994 need to be reviewed)

We could find no records for our checklist area prior to 1994. A specimen (outside our area) was collected on May 16, 1971 by C. Blomme along the western Bowmanville waterfront (Tozer and Richards 1974).

What would appear to be the first record for Durham Region was a bird found by R. M. Saunders off Simcoe Point, Pickering on Aug. 29, 1958 (Speirs 1985).

A juvenile bird was discovered by T. Hoar off Darlington Provincial Park on Dec. 17, 2000 (Richards and Hoar 2003), and constitutes our only checklist area record thus far.
Laughing Gull:  Larus atricilla (all sightings made prior to 1994 need a review)

The first known record for Durham Region was a bird discovered at Whitby Harbour on May 23, 1964 by T. Hassall (Tozer and Richards 1974). A few additional sightings followed, including a bird at Whitby on May 15, 1976 seen by J. M. Speirs and B. Falls, and another there on May 30, 1979 seen by M. Bain and J. Burns (Speirs 1985).

The first occurrence of a bird found within our checklist area was a sighting by D. Sands. It rested amid a flock of Herring and Ring-billed Gulls on Beaton’s Point (now, McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve) on May 2, 1970. The following day, this bird was observed by D. Barry and J. Richards. Unsuccessful attempts to photograph the bird were conducted (Tozer and Richards 1974).

A first winter bird found in Second Marsh on Sept. 24, 1983 by J. Mountjoy, was submitted and accepted by the OBRC (James 1984).

A bird was found in Darlington Provincial Park on Aug. 28, 1991 by E. Pye (Kerr and Henshaw 1991).

The most recent sighting for our checklist area involves a bird seen by B. Henshaw at Second Marsh on Sept. 17, 1996 (Bain 1996).

Lesser Black-backed Gull:  Larus fuscus (all sightings prior to 1981 require review)
There was an early record from Whitby in 1972 of a bird found on Nov. 2 by D. V. Weseloh (Tozer and Richards 1974), and another bird was found at Oshawa Harbour on Jan. 27, 1987, by Dr. J. M. Speirs. However, we are not aware of any records of this species for our checklist area prior to 1981. Since that time, several sightings have been made throughout all three geographic portions of our checklist area. Based on recent sightings, it is placed on the official Checklist. 

Recent sightings include one at Second Marsh on Feb. 22, 1992 by T. Hoar (Henshaw and Kerr 1992a), one on June 9, 2004 at Second Marsh by T. Hoar, and one on Feb. 2, 2006 at Darlington Provincial Park, by T. Hoar.

Ivory Gull: Pagophila eburnean (all sightings need review)

Records for the Oshawa area, and indeed Durham Region, prior to the formation of the OBRC in 1982 involve the following two sightings: a first winter bird at Oshawa Harbour found by G. A. Scott and D. Calvert on January 3, 1971 (Tozer and Richards 1974, Wormington and Curry 1990), and another first winter bird at Oshawa Harbour found by D. Calvert on Dec. 24, 1973. The latter bird was still present and last seen on Jan. 1, 1974 by Calvert, G. A. Scott, R. G. Tozer, D. Barry, E. Pegg, et al. (Tozer and Richards 1974).

The first record for our checklist area was established on Jan. 1, 1997, by M. Holder, et al. This bird was first discovered flying eastward along the waterfront at Pickering. After alerting the bird hotline, it was observed in Whitby Harbour by M. Bain from 11:45-12:30. It was next seen off Thickson’s Woods about 1:00; at Oshawa Harbour at 1:15 by G. Carpentier;  at 2:00 at Bowmanville Harbour by R. Pye;  and finally, at 3:25 at Port Hope, by G. Coady. Birders at Cobourg failed to see this individual. Birders at Presqu’ile Provincial Park ( Brighton) observed the bird on Jan. 4-5. I am indebted to Rayfield Pye for details on the movements of this bird past and through our checklist area. This record was submitted and accepted by the OBRC (Dobos 1998). 

On Dec. 21, 2004, a first winter bird of this species was observed flying westwards past Darlington Provincial Park at 9 am by P. Hogenbirk.

Henslow’s Sparrow: Ammodramus henslowii (any sightings after 1992 need to be reviewed)

We are not aware of any records for this species since 1992. However, it remains on the checklist due to its historic designation. This is based on sightings by G. A. Scott of single birds at the lakefront on May 21 and 24, 1953, and on May 11, 1958,  (Tozer and Richards 1974).

House Finch:  Carpodacus mexicanus (all sightings made prior to 1978 require a review) 

The first House Finch for Ontario was discovered at Kingston on Dec. 9, 1970. Since that time, it has become widespread in the Province, and is a fairly common breeding bird, mainly in urban areas.

We are not aware of any records for this species within the checklist area prior to 1978 which would require an OBRC review. Since that time, it has become a fairly common bird in the general vicinity, and in fact is known to breed at the McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve regularly.

DEFERRED:

These records need to be reviewed by the OBRC. While the sightings are credible, the species involved are on the review list for southern Ontario as determined by OFO. These species (12) will be included on the checklist in that either reviews are pending, and/or records will hopefully be submitted to the OBRC at some time in the future.
Greater White-fronted Goose:  Anser albifrons (all sightings prior to 1998 require a review)

The only record we have of this species within our checklist area involves a bird seen by G. A. Scott on Feb. 4, 11 and 18, 1962 in the Oshawa Second Marsh (Tozer and Richards 1974). There was a subsequent report of this same bird on Feb 10 and 17 by Scott (Speirs 1985).

There have been a number of other sightings in Durham Region over the past few years, involving birds at Whitby Harbour, Cranberry Marsh and the Port Perry Sewage Lagoons. 

Western Grebe: Aechmophorus occidentalis (all sightings need review)

George Scott observed one of these birds between the Oshawa Harbour and Second Marsh along the waterfront on March 27, 1949 (Tozer and Richards 1974). However, there is some doubt as to whether it was within the boundaries of our checklist area.

Three birds were in Darlington Provincial Park on Oct. 20, 1963, discovered by N. Sherwood. One was still present on Oct. 21 as noted by J. L. Baillie (Tozer and Richards 1974).

One bird was found off Beaton’s Point (now, McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve) on May 11, 1966 by R. and A. Foster (Tozer and Richards 1974).

On April 22, 1997 a single bird of this species was within a flock of Red-necked Grebes moving west along the waterfront past Oshawa Second Marsh and Darlington Provincial Park, as observed by T. Hoar (Richards and Hoar 2003).

Northern Gannet: Morus bassanus (all sightings need review)

A specimen from 1861, collected on the Oshawa lakefront by A. Dulmage, is now in R.O.M. The exact location however was not specified (Tozer and Richards 1974).

One bird was seen at Whitby on Dec. 16, 2003 by D. Lockrey, et al., outside our checklist area.

G. A. Scott observed a juvenile bird on Oct. 22, 1961 at the Oshawa lakefront (Tozer and Richards 1974), described in his personal diary as “…flying eastward across water from the west, past Beaton’s Point” (now, McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve). What is presumed to be the same individual bird was observed the day before in Whitby, by G. Norris and D. Pace.

Little Blue Heron: Egretta caerulea (all sightings need review)

Individuals of this species are encountered in Durham Region on rare occasions. In the past, they have been seen at Cranberry Marsh, Whitby; Aug. 24-Sept. 4, 1952, by N. LeVay (Speirs 1985), and at Newcastle, on May 21, 1978, by R. and E. Allin, J. Richards, et al.

The first record for our checklist area was established on May 7, 1961, when G. A. Scott observed an adult of this species flying over the Oshawa Second Marsh in the evening before it settled into the cattails there.

The only other record for our checklist area to date involves an adult bird observed by D. Barry on May 10, 1968 at Oshawa Second Marsh (Tozer and Richards 1974).

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: Nyctanassa violacea (all sightings need review)

A juvenile bird of this species was found outside our checklist area on August 30, 1962 by J. Richards in a gravel pit pond in nearby Clarington. 

Another bird was discovered on Oct. 18, 1991 at Corner Marsh, Pickering, by B. Woods (Henshaw and Kerr1991) also outside our checklist area.

On June 5, 1977, G. A. Scott discovered one of these birds on Beaton’s Point (now, McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve; Richards and Hoar 2003). In his notebook, he describes the bird as an adult in breeding plumage along with enough other detail as to no doubt be accepted by the OBRC if submitted.

Glossy Ibis: Plegadis falcinellus (all sightings need review)

Once, considered quite rare in Ontario, it has become more frequently encountered over the past 40 years.
On May 18, 1952, G. A. Scott discovered two of these birds at Oshawa Second Marsh (Tozer and Richards 1974). 

The next sighting for Durham Region (and our checklist area) was in 1962 when two birds frequented the Oshawa-Whitby lakefront marshes from at least May 20 until a final (single) bird was seen on Aug. 19. These birds were observed by numerous competent birders, including G. A. Scott, N. LeVay, A. Bunker, and Dr. J. M. Speirs (Tozer and Richards 1974).

Four birds were present in Second Marsh on May 14, 1968, found by G. A. Scott

G. A. Scott found 11 in the Oshawa Second Marsh on May 23, 1971 (Tozer and Richards 1974), and a single bird was present there on Aug. 16, 1975, also discovered by G. A. Scott.

Gyrfalcon:  Falco rusticolus (all sightings prior to 1994 require a review)

The first definitive record for the general area (but just outside of our checklist area) was a white phase adult male, shot by hunters at Oshawa Harbour, Nov. 15, 1926. The specimen was mounted and eventually made its way to the collection of J. H. Fleming in Toronto. It is now in the R.O.M. collection (Tozer and Richards 1974).

G. A. Scott observed a black phase bird at Oshawa Second Marsh on Nov. 25, 1956 (Tozer and Richards 1974).

G. A. Scott and D. Barry found one along the Oshawa waterfront on Dec. 27, 1964 (Speirs 1985).

Another black phase bird was observed at Oshawa Second Marsh by A. A. Wood on Oct. 15, 1960 (Tozer and Richards 1974).

There are a few additional records for Durham Region, including some that are more recent than the cut-off date of pre ‘94, but outside of our checklist area.

Long-tailed Jaeger: Stercorarius longicaudus (all sightings need review)

The first record of this species for our checklist area occurred on Aug. 4, 1968, when D. Sands discovered one flying over the fields on Beaton’s Point (now, McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve). It attempted to land amid a flock of Herring and Ring-billed Gulls. Later that same day, the bird was observed by G.A. Scott (Tozer and Richards 1974).

The second record involved an adult bird observed by J. Richards flying west, low over the McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve at Oshawa, on Sept. 1, 1992 (Henshaw and Kerr 1992c). The record was submitted to the OBRC but was not fully accepted due to a lack of written detail (Bain 1994).

Arctic Tern:  Sterna paradisaea (any sightings after 1990 require a review)

An individual of this species was carefully observed at Oshawa Second Marsh by T. Hoar on May 25, 2003 (Richards and Hoar 2003).

Thick-billed Murre: Uria lomvia (all sightings need review)
The following sighting has not been submitted to the OBRC, although when it is, it will certainly be accepted. It shall remain in the deferred list for now. It involves a well documented flight (known as a wreck) that occurred in November, 1950. Many hundreds of birds were involved, and reached the shores of Lake Ontario and Lake Erie from the St. Lawrence River valley. On Nov. 28, G. A. Scott noted at least 25 birds along the Oshawa waterfront, and the last one seen alive there was on Dec. 3. One bird found on Nov. 28 was emaciated, and after it died, the specimen was donated to the Royal Ontario Museum (R.O.M. # 78670; Tozer and Richards 1974). Yet another bird, found dead on Dec. 3, was kept as a mounted specimen in the Scott collection, and has since been turned over to the R.O.M. In his notebook, Scott says that he had found dead birds along the shoreline, east of Oshawa Harbour as far as Beaton’s Point (now, McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve). It should be noted that the last bird to be seen alive, according to Scott’s personal notebooks was on Dec. 12, not Dec. 3 as previously published.

Western Kingbird: Tyrannus verticalis (all sightings prior to 1998 require a review)

There are a few reports of this species for Durham Region, mainly from the Whitby and Pickering areas. 

There is only one known record for Oshawa and within our checklist area. This involved a sighting on Sept. 4, 1961 by G. A. Scott of a bird near Oshawa Second Marsh on the former Beaton Farm (now McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve; Tozer and Richards 1974). 
Cave Swallow: Petrochelidon fulva (all sightings need review)

The first record for this species in Durham Region was established on Nov. 6, 2003 at Cranberry Marsh, Whitby, when one bird was found by J. D. Lockrey, K. Jennewein and D. Kaczynski. One was still present the following day. There was also one present there on Nov. 26, 2003, seen by J. D. Lockrey, R. J. Pittaway, J. Iron and D. Kaczynski (Crins 2004).

Two birds were present at Cranberry Marsh on Oct. 28, 2005 as viewed by J. Iron, et al, (Worthington 2005) and were still present on Oct. 29 and 30 when seen by R. Pye, et al. As many as 20 birds were present on Nov. 7, as noted by J. D. Lockrey, et al (Worthington 2006).

One was found by T. Hoar at Second Marsh on Nov. 8, 2005, the first for our checklist area (Richards 2006).
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